Typhoid fever associated with severe hepatitis.
While typhoid is quite common in our environment, presentation in association with severe hepatitis and hepatic encephalopathy is uncommon. The case of a 14 year old male with typhoid who presented with jaundice and severe hepatitis with encephalopathy is presented. The first symptoms occurred one week before presentation. The clinical features and laboratory investigations confirmed typhoid fever. The associated severe hepatitis could have been related to a direct liver involvement by Salmonella typhi, drug toxicity or hepatitis B infection from previous indiscriminate parenteral drugs. The specific cause of the hepatitis could not be confirmed. The patient is presented to illustrate a rare association and possible complication of typhoid fever, inappropriate self and other medication in the place of proper hospital presentation and assessment and the diagnostic difficulties confronting many centres in the developing environment.